PRESS

“‘warm and illuminating... told with deftness and emotion...priceless” — Richard Sandomir, The New

York Times
“fantastic” — Bill Littlefield, host of NPR’s “Only a Game.”

“Like heartwarming stories? There are 9 of them here...Shaq, among other things, tries to teach his
mom how to ride his Harley. Possibly the best segment features blind mountain climber Erik
Weihenmayer and his father...” — Larry Stewart, Los Angeles Times

“Worth a replay — “Apple Pie” a Mother’s Day show on ESPN... included Buffalo’s Drew Bledsoe
teaching his mom to throw spirals. She spit on her hands first, explaining she’s “seen that done one
TV.” — Michael Hiestand, USA Today

An Entertainment Weekly Recommended Pick

“this is an excellent documentary... our bosses don't like it when we recommend other networks, but
tune in to “Apple Pie” on ESPN and then come right back to CNN...” — Miles O’Brien, CNN Sunday

Morning

“this is one for you...It’s filled with material that doesn’t come out of locker room interviews; Mazzio
tells the stories that come out only when a skilled interviewer visits the family home and people talk
comfortably...” — Bill Griffith, The Boston Globe

“Fanatics with tunnel vision on the big games for the Celtics...and the Red Sox on ESPN tonight
would be well advised to take a TV timeout for mother. Mary Mazzio, a richly talented producer...

provides a special tribute with star athletes and their moms...” — Jim Baker, The Boston Herald

“The power of moms is the subject of this slice-of-life documentary, which focuses on star athletes
and the women who raised them...” — Today’s Picks, TV Guide

“a wonderful documentary film” — Mark Ockerbloom, NECN Sports Anchor



“This beautiful piece of work is unlike the games-laden fare usually found on ESPN. And what a nice
break to hear sensitive interview with the matriarchs, many of whom have had to overcome

obstacles far tougher than losing a playoff game.” — Cablefax Daily

“Mazzio never does anything halfway. Passionate, visionary, and bent on social change... — Helen

Graves, Boston Herald Women’s Business

“What Smokes... “Apple Pie,” an ESPN Original Production saluting the moms of star athletes...”
— Tom Hoffarth, LA Daily News

“a winner... it'll bring you to tears” — Bob Lobel, Channel 4 Sports Anchor and host of Sports Final ESPN

Classic features

“Mother’'s Day may be two weeks away, but our neighbors in Bristol already are arranging the
flowers....ESPN...will profile real moms of prostars in a documentary “Apple Pie.” Sweet. No wonder
ESPN got a great big hug Tuesday, winning seven Sports Emmy Awards...” — John Howell, The
Hartford Courant

“Sarah Fisher may have been clocked at 227 mph at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, but on a
public highway? She confesses to no more than 80 mph — with hermother, Reba, tugging at her
sleeve, telling her to slow down. That is among the surprises at 11 a.m. today on “Apple Pie,” an
ESPN special that takes a look at some famous athletes and their moms. Mary Mazzio, who wrote,
directed and produced the 90-minute show, said Sarah’s lack of highway experimentation, shall we
say, was one of the biggest surprises she uncovered while working on the program. “I've gone more
than 80 miles an hour on a highway,” Mazzio said... But you may be surprised to learn the
obsession with speed and adventure started even before then. Sarah’s grandmother was one of the
first female aviators in Ohio... Mazzio—an Olympic rower at the 1992 Barcelona Games — said she
wanted to do a show that would inspire children by showing them the obstacles the athletes had to

overcome, and how their mothers had helped them do that.” — John O’Neill, Indianapolis Star

“heartwarming...sweet...at the show’s end, we hear Shaq say he will work in law enforcement when
his basketball days are over. That must be terrifying news for crooks — and their mothers, too...” -
Jerry Greene, Orlando Sentinel “Mother’s Day Salute” — Jim Sarni, Sun-Sentinel

“Guaranteeing the weekend some sugar is “Apple Pie,” a documentary on athletes and their moms
(7:30pm Sunday, ESPN Classic). Artificial sweetener? Well, producer Mary Mazzio acknowledges



she looked for positive stories. “These athletes got to where they are from strength and inspiration
from their mothers,” says Mazzio, a former Olympic rower. The one you haven’t heard of provides
the best tale. Erik Weihenmayer became the first blind climber to stand atop Mount Everest after
losing his sight...also, in a twist of like-mother, like-daughter, Lark Chastain does a Brandi

impression...” — Mike Tierney, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Other television/radio/web/print coverage included CNN Headline News with Sashi Koto and
Mary Mazzio; CNN Sunday Morning with Miles O’Brien, Grant Hill, Janet Hill, and Mary Mazzio;
NECN with Mark Ockerbloom, Mac Bledsoe, and Mary Mazzio; Sports Final with Bob Lobel and
Mary Mazzio; NPR’s “Only A Game” with Bill Littlefield, Barbara Bledsoe, and Mary Mazzio; TALK
96.6 with Gary Tanguay and Mary Mazzio; ESPN Radio; Sports Center (ESPN); Baseball Tonight
(ESPN); NPR’s “She Got Game;” The Dallas Morning News; The Arizona Republic; New York Daily
News; The Ventura County Star; The Beacon Journal (Ohio); The Riverside Press-Enterprise; The
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette; The Buffalo News; The Press-Enterprise (CA); The Improper Bostonian;
Detroit WWJ.50 News Radio; ESPN.com; NFL.com; IndyRacingLeague.com; MotorsportsTV.com;
DrewBledsoe.com; GrantHill.com; SarahFisher.com; RulonGardner.com; GirlsontheRun.com;

TouchtheTop.com; and NewBalance.com.
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THE ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION - May 11, 2002
MIKE TIERNEY
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THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR - May 4, 2002

By John O’Neill
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Phises she uncovered while work-
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anjmgr on a highway," Mazzio

11

\"a30d you may know, her parents
et at.a race track.
v But you may be surprised to
eatn the obsession with speed
pnil adventure started even before
gmn. Sarah's grandmother was
one bf the first female aviators in
Ghig; She met her future husband
¥hEn she went to apply for her
pilots license.

Mazzio — an Olymipic rower at
the 1992 Barcelona Games — said
she wanted to do a show that
would inspire children by showing
them the obstacles the athletes
had t§ overcome, and how their
mothers had helped them do that.

Others on the show include
Kenny Lofton, Mia Hamm and
Shaquille O’Neal. It repeats May
12, Mother’s Day, at 7:30 p.m. on
ESPN Classic.



NEW YORK DAILY NEWS - May 12, 2002

Today, 7:30 p.m., ESPN Classic

Apple Pie

Ever wonder what Shaquille O'Neal's
mom looks like? :

Well, you're probably not alone in
being curious about where the Lakers’
behomoth got his absurdly large body,
but this Mother's Day special on ESPN
Classic focuses on more than just
genetics.

O’'Neal and many other athletes are
featured in this 90-minute program that
-gives stars a chance to talk about
where they got their skills and the fami-
ly history behind their accomplish-
ments. Shaq will tell you about how he
ended up at L.S.U., Kenny Lofton will
talk about how his grandmother helped
him get over his childhood stuttering
and Mia Hamm explains that her deft
soccer moves originated from her moth-
er's dancing prowess.

Plenty of lesser-known athletes
appear on the show, incfuding Olympic
wrestling champion Rulon Gardner and
Sarah Fisher, who was the youngest
woman to qualify for the Indianapolis
500 and credits her interest in racing to
her mother — who gave her a pink
Barbie car when she was five years old.
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I'HE ARIZONA REPUBLIC - May 11, 2002
By Jim Gintonio

Star athletes,
their moms
share stories

‘ rlulnh Gardner has eight children,
so Mother's Day has always held a
special meaning for her. This year,

it means even more.

Her youngest son, 2000 Olympic wres-
tling gold medalist Rulon, survived a
frightening ordeal in 25-below-zero
weather in February. He got lost and
separated from his friends after his
snowmobile didn't negotiate a ridge in
the Wyoming wilderness,

Gardner’s story and those of 10 others
— including Brandi Chastain, Shaquiile
O’Neal and Kenny Lofton — will be told
Sunday on Apple Pie, a 90-minute ESPN
Classic special that will be shown at
4:30 p.m. Arizona time. Each one, while
sharing the common bond of the mother-
child theme, is unique.

“My mom (affected) me in so many
different ways," said Gardner, who
nearly froze to death after his body core
temperature fell to 80 degrees. “She
taught me the importance of having a
strong mentality. The sport of wrestling,
what I've been through sports-wise,
helped me survive that experience."

Gardner said he and his mother, a Tuc-
son native who graduated from the Uni-
versity of Arizona in 1959, watched the
show this week.

“Me and my mom both started cry-
ing,” he said.

Gardner said his brothers and sisters
tease him about how much support he
gets in his endeavors from his mother.
It's amazing, he said, how individuals de-
velop as family members and how each
child shares a different bond with his or
her mother.
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1 have an older brother,” he said,
“and I didn't become varsity on my high
school team unti} my senior year, when
he graduated. He stjj feels to this day
that'she favored me more than him.”

The show’s producer, Mary Mazzio,
found striking similaritjes among the
families she profiled — five of the 11
mothers married high school sweet.
hearts, four lost children and a few of
the mothers were twins,

She said she was surprised to find out
that early viewings have evoked a nice
response beyond a target audience.

“A 16-year-old boy came up to me af-
ter he had watched it, and he started to
rattle off the things he liked,” she said.
“The film has greater appeal than what |
anticipated.”

Mazzio, a member of the U.S Olympic
rowing team in 1992, is a mother of two
and said she learned a lot while talking
to the athletes' mothers,

“Let them make mistakes; encourage
them, but don't push them,"” she said.
“By and large, all these athletes were
enormously talented, but they were not
pushed.

“They weren't like those (Little
League) parents. They were supportive,

" let their child make mistakes and learn

from them, and at the end of the day re-
spected their children’s opinions.”

Brandi Chastain’s mother, Lark, said as
the years have gone by that she has
learned a lot from her daughter.

“I'm proud of her accomplishments
not only as an athlete but also as a per-
son,"” she said. “Hearing her talk about
my relationship with her almost brought
me to tears.”

Brandi Chastain thinks viewers will
like the show because it gives them a
nice view of the inner workings of a star
athlete.

“What people want to hear from you is
what's inside, what motivates you to do
things,” she said. “We want to get people
out of their chairs, get them moving and
make them take action as opposed to be-
ing passive.”

Reach the reporter at
|Im.glntonio@atizonarepublic.com or
(602) 444-8380.



PITTSBURGH POST-GAZETTE - MAY 7, 2002

Self-esteemn 1s at the

fimsh Ime for Girls on

the Run

By Virginia Linn
Post-Gazelte Staff Writer

Participating in Sunday's Komen
Pittsburgh Race for the Cure will be
a team of 70 young girls who are
running not just for exercise, but to
reclaim their spirits and their voic-

es,
They've been learnin ? life
lessons as they've trained for the
3.1-mile run. It's all part of the na-
tional Girls on the Run program
that encourages a lifetime of self-re-
spect and healthy living.

And their experiences will be all
the more inspired by program
founder Molly Barker, the four-time
Hawaii Ironman Triathlete who
comes to Pittsburgh tomorrow to
S|

The 41.year-old former high
school teacher from Charlotte, N.C,,
beifan the program six years ago
following her own rocky experi-

ences during adolescence that led
to drinking problems in adulthood.

“We're a lot more than a running
program,” she said in a telephone
interview last week. “That's the ex-
cuse tevget the girls involved to cele-
brate who they are.”

The nonprofit programs — Girls
on the Run, for Firls age8to12,and
Girls on Track, for those age 12 to 14
— now operate in 60 cities, includ-
ing several sites in the Pittsburgh
area. It's based here at Magee-
Womens Hospital in Oakland,
where Barker will speak about what
she calls “girl box" Issues. !

When girls enter middle school
and high schoolshe believes, a box
is placed over a k in their spirit,
limiting who they aqe,! H:.r ;:po—
grams encourage girls to live
goeaceﬁmy and happily outside this

X.
Barker herself struggled with the
pressures of adolescence as her

parents were divoreing. For a time
she lost her spirit and her voice,
The way she coped with this “girl
box" was through drinking, which
she started at age 15. .

“It started as just a mild party
thing, But then it got into some
scary, dark places,” Barker said.

Her drinking continued into
adulthood, through the end of earli-
er careers and a first marriage.
Running was the one thing that

“Thanks to all those girls,

I'm finally beginning

to accept myself

the way | am."

Molly Barker

brought her peace.

On July 7, 1993, she had an awak-
etr:)ing during a run. “T knew I had to
S p ."

Her mother;, Mary, who died a
month ago, was a 30-year recovered
alcoholie.

“I got to see her make it. That
was a gift. Without seeing her I
would not have known there was
another way to live.”

The two are featured in a Moth-

er’s Day tribute, “Apple Pie: Raising
P inute movie on

this weekend that celebrafes
onships between star ath-

letes and their moms,
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Building her program around
sports helps the girls naturally de-
velop and set foals, develop self-
awareness and leadership” skills
and encourage cooperation. It also
ﬁmwdes physical benefits and a

ealthy body, ’

Running, in particular, is “when
everything is just in sync. Every-
thing is flowing.” . o i

. Inaddition to overseeing the run-
ning progrms, Barker is training for
another Ironman Triathlon and
cares for her twa children, Helen, 3,

and Hank, 6, from a second mar-
riage,

With former participants, she’s
developing a mentoring rogram
for high school students who would
work with the younger giris.

She’s also hoping to have a study

" conducted that would follow pro-

gram graduates for several years to

see if the Girls on the Run experi-
ence made a difference,

The programs have been satis-
fying to her on many levels.

“Thanks to all those girls, I'm fi-
nally beginning to accept myself the
way [ am,” she said, :

“On a bigger scale, I really be-
lieve we're getting to a turning point
and we're-really going to make
some changes. There's a momen--
tum building to create a real change
in the way girls view themselves.”



VENTURA COUNTY STAR- May 3, 2002

Jim Carlisle

At 9 a.m. Saturday, ESPN will show “Apple Pie,” a Mother’s Day special looking
at how the mothers of star athletes contributed to their success. Included are
Shaquille O’'Neal, Grant Hill, Mia Hamm, Drew Bledsoe, Rulon Gardner, and
Tony and Cammi Granato. The show will be repeated on ESPN Classic at 4:30
p.m. Mother's Day, May 12,

BEACON JOURNAL - MAY 1, 2002
R.D. Heldenfels

Kenny and his mom

Former Indians star Kenny Lofton is among those showcased in Apple Pie, a
special about athlete and their mothers that will air at noon on ESPN and at 7:30
p.m. on May 12 on ESPN Classic. Other participants include Shaquille O'Neal,
Mia Hamm, Grant Hill, and triathlete Molly Barker.

RIVERSIDE PRESS-ENTERPRISE- MAY 3, 2002

A week before Mother’s Day, ESPN looks at the maternal figures of some top
athletes -- - including Shaquille O'Neal and Mia Hamm - - on “Apple Pie” (9 a.m.
Saturday).

THE BOSTON HERALD — MAY 3, 2002

Jim Baker

Drew Bledsoe is aboard ESPN's “Apple Pie” special about star athletes and their
mothers at noon tomorrow...
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A

LA DAILY NEWS - May 10, 2002
TOM HOFFARTH

WHAT SMOKES

Apple Pie," an ESPN Original Production saiuting the mems of star athletes. Included in
the 90-minute tribuie that airs Sunday (ESPN Classic, 4:30 p.m.) is a piece on the Lakers'
Shaquilie O'Neal and his mother, Lucille Harrison, who gave birth to her son when she
was 17 (O'Neal is her maiden name). She's a "quiet spectator* when she watches him
play, but she didn't used to be. *I used to yell at the refs quite often becauss it seems iike.
they were seeing a different game,” she said. “Shaquiile gets beat up a iot in the paint. Of
course, | don't tike what } ses, but | learned how to be quiet because__it_ doesn't change.”

HARTFORD COURANT - May 10, 2002

“Apple Pie,” an ESPN Classic
Mother’s Day salute, features
Drew Bledsoe’'s mom Sunday at
7:30p.m.

SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL - May 10, 2002
JIM SARNI

MOTHER'S DAY SALUTE

ESPN honors Mother's Day
on Sunday with Apple Pie, a
%0-minute special featuring
star athletes and their mothers.
The show, which aired last
Saturday an ESPN, runs un
ESPN Classic at 7:30 p.m. (It
also airs un ESPN2 Saturday at

30 a.m.)

Athletes profiled include
NBA stirs Shaquille 0'Neal
and Grant Hil, soceer player.
Mia Hamm, NFL quarterback
Drew Bledsoe, baseball player
Kenny Lofton, Olympic
wrestler Ruloan Gardner, race
car driver Sarah Fisher and
huckey-playing siblings Tony
and Cammi Granato.

Hamm claims she inherited
her athletic ubility from her
muther, Stephanie, 4 former
dancer, und her grandmother,
aformer ballplayer for the Irish
Maidens.
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CABLEFAX DAILY- MAY 3, 2002

Worth a Look: “Apple Pie,” tomorrow, noon (repeated in prime time on Mother's
Day), ESPN. What's that old saying? Behind every successful man, is a
disbelieving mother-in-law. Well, in this case, it's the mothers and grandmothers
behind athletes, such as Shaq, Drew Bledsoe, Kenny Lofton, and Mia Hamm, to
name a few. This beautiful piece of work is unlike the games-laden fare usually
found on ESPN. And what a nice break to hear sensitive interviews with the
matriarchs, many of whom have overcome obstacles far tougher than losing a
playoff game.

THE HARTFORD COURANT - APRIL 26, 2002

John Howell

Mother’'s Day may be two weeks away, but our neighbors in Bristol already are
arranging the flowers.

On May 12, ESPN Classic plans a warn “Sports Century” tribute to “Athletes
Only A Mother Could Love” including “Albert Belle, Lawrence Taylor, Pete Rose,
Bob Knight, and John McEnroe. ESPN also will profile real moms of pro stars in
a documentary, “Apple Pie."

Sweet. No wonder EPSN got a great big hug Tuesday, winning seven Sports
Emmy Awards, including its third straight for Sports Century.
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Sermon: Everybody hurts, sometimes Page 1 of 3

“ Everybody Hurts, Sometimes”
Mothers’ Day Sunday, May 12, 2002
Preached by David Johnson Rowe

Scripture: Psalm 126 (OT)

In yesterday’s New York Times in the Sports section, there was a wonderful article about the
role of mothers in the success of great champions. Mary Mazzio was an Olympic rower, and
she’s made a film about these mothers, including her own. She tells, “l was the kind of athlete
who was cut from every team possible. Coaches told me | was too weak or too short or too
slow, but my mother always told me, “Hang in, Mary, hang in,” so | realized sometimes the real
heroes are often sitting next to you on the sofa.”

So today’s sermon is a tribute to those people who have sat of the sofas in our lives and have
always given us hope. Our Scripture lesson may not seem like Mothers’ Day material, but
you'll see the connection in a minute. Our Scripture lesson was inspired by a song by the great
rock ‘n’ roll group REM, titled, “Everybody Hurts.”

The video that accompanies the song shows a huge traffic jam. The traffic is just stopped dead
in all directions. As the song progresses, we get a glimpse into the lives of the people in the
video, isolated in their cars—cars overheating, emotions overheating, memories overheating,
relationships overheating—each person, in each car, a story. Each story tinged with loss or
sorrow or doubt. But the song gives us this hope:

“Everybody hurts, sometimes.

When the day is too long,

And the night is yours alone,

When you think you've had too much of this life,
Hang on ... hold on,

‘Cause everybody hurts, sometimes.”

As the song unfolds and the story unfolds, the screen is filled with Christian religious imagery
of crucifixion and resurrection, of doubt and resignation, of faith and inspiration. That's the
promise of faith. If we hold on, don’t give up, then God has a final chapter to every story, where
it all turns out right. The video of the song also includes words superimposed on the video,
including Scripture verses like Psalm 61:2, “Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I,” plus the
Scripture we just heard from Psalm 126, “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy ... they who
go out weeping, carrying seeds to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with
them.”

That's a powerful statement right there: “Those who go out weeping, carrying seeds to sow,
return with songs of joy.” You carry the seeds of your own joy; they are already with you!

I bet a lot of us grew up singing this old Gospel hymn:
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“Bringing in the sheaves,
Bringing in the sheaves.

We shall come rejoicing,
Bringing in the sheaves.”

Obviously, someone in the REM band grew up singing Gospel and knew Psalm 126: “They
who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.”

That's “mother-talk.” If ever there was a verse of Scripture that summarized the mothering
experience, that would be it. The birth experience itself brings tears to our eyes, to mothers
and even fathers and grandparents—tears to all who share in the delight, the relief, the
miracle, even the agony and anxiety. And the tears of mothering continue:

the first boo-boo, the first knee scrape, the first broken heart,

the first disappointment, the first failure or rejection ...

but God is saying, “I know that feeling. | have a mother's heart, too. | am a mothering spirit.”

The Bible is clear: all the qualities we associate with mothering, all the strength we affirm in the
feminine, all of that is Godly: meekness, gentleness, kindness ... all Godly ... nurturing,
patience, peacefulness, love, endurance ... all Godly.

And if all these qualities which we so proudly proclaim in mothering are also Godly, well, that
says something pretty profound about the nature of God and about all of us: that a mother's
heart should be our heart, that mothering spirit should be our spirit. This is so comforting
because those REM verses of Scripture all end with hope. “Lead me to the Rock that is higher
than 1,” the Bible says. That's an admission that things can be better than they are today, that
things should be better than they are today, and that God is the one to lead you there.

Think about this! Think about your life ... if you're unhappy with it, or uncertain about some part
of it, if life could obviously be better, the promise is: God agrees with you and wants a better
life for you and will help you to it. And if your life is wonderful now, if life is good and solid and
right, dare to imagine it even better! “Lead me to the Rock that is higher than |; take me to
places and directions and experiences greater than | ever thought possible!” That's a
mothering attitude. The mothering people in our lives always believed in us before we believed
in ourselves. Am | right? That's why the other REM verse is so “motherful.”

“They who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.” The purpose of faith is that the end of
every story is never the bitterness or sorrow of tears. Somewhere, sometime, somehow, songs
of joy are waiting to be sung. “We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the sheaves.”

That's an agricultural, harvest image, isn't it, again tied into the creative energy of God and the
creative imagery of motherhood. There’s a lot of hard work involved, a lot of sacrifice,
heartache, backache, headache. You plant, you grow, you nurture, you protect, you till the soil,
you water, you weed, you give birth, you watch, you worry, you hover, and then you bring in
the harvest, then it all pays off, then it's all worthwhile. “We shall come rejoicing, bringing in the
sheaves.”

| know this Scripture, and | know this rock ‘n’ roll song, and | know this video, because we used
it at our women'’s retreat, led by one of our women'’s fellowship groups called Women @ Work.
The retreat and the fellowship that night and the discussions were all so powerful, we wanted
to share the heart of it with you this Mothers’ Day Sunday, recognizing that culturally and
historically and theologically, it is the women among us, the women around us, maybe even
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the woman within each of us, who most understood the depth of sorrow and the height of joy.
But it doesn’t come naturally to all of us. For some of us it is all too easy to ignore the hurt
around us.

The one time my son came to me for medical attention ... he had gouged his inner thigh on a
piece of twisted metal, jumping into a convertible to 5 A.M. on the way to a math competition
(how's that for a story?). Anyway, he comes to me for care, and | assure him it's all fine. “Work
it out,” | tell him, “bandage it, suck it up, go away and have a good time!” When he came back
12 hours later and we saw the cut, all the way down, | mean down, we went to the hospital and
they were horrified! | think they wanted to investigate me for child abuse. Fortunately, my kids
were raised with great mothering and survived my overactive masculine side, and we laugh
about it today!

But God'’s intention that the wisdom and practice of motherliness be in abundance, spread all
around us, balanced within us, so that the fear of today can become songs of joy tomorrow.
That was the #1 teaching of our spring retreat with Women @ Work.

The past year has not been easy for anyone. Every aspect of our personal, spiritual, national,
business, and economic life has been challenged. Terrorism and war have taken their toll, but
the Scriptures refuse to let us stay down for long. The Bible beckons us to “the Rock that is
higher” than we've ever been before! The Bible promises us that men such as we “sow in
tears.” We can start humming the songs that we will sing as we “reap in joy.”

That's why I'm so proud of this Dogwood Festival—the decision to break out the red, white,
and blue, to revel in nostalgia, to kick back and have a grand old time, with a fife- and-drum
corps playing on the lawn and the smell of hotdogs and kids playing baseball on the grass, and
dogwood blossoms miraculously in bloom and sweet dispositions from one end to the other.
Forget the rain today. To the Women’s Guild and Dogwood Tri-chairs, “well done, well done!”

And that’s why, at our Women @ Work retreat we dared to ask ourselves: how do we hang on,
hold on when “everybody hurts, sometimes ..."? How do we get to the “Rock that is higher
than 1"? How do we move from “sowing with tears” to “reaping in joy”?

And, like the Olympic rower, we discovered that the best advice, the truest wisdom is right next
to you. So we shared some stories, some poems, some laughter and some tears, some prayer
and some Scripture. And then at the close we made use of a beautiful altar display that Marcia
had created, like the one she recreated for us today, filled with objects of spring and devotion
and beauty and piety: mothering things, mother-like things—seashells and flowers and
religious symbols and candles—things that take us higher, things that make for joy, and we
were invited to go to the altar, find something, take it, and let it inspire us to joy.

That's God’s invitation to us. Every day. The altar is our world. Find something, take something
from it, make it your own, let it lift you higher, and teach you new songs! Take some life
experience: a friendship, a new grandchild, a sunset, a verse of Scripture, a piece of music, a
work of art, a surprise, a burst of creativity, an answered prayer—something happening just
right, just in time, a word, a thought, an encouragement. God’s presence, God'’s push ... let
God lead you to the Rock which is higher ... God, teaching you songs of joy even as the tears
are wiped away, God, making every day Mothers’ Day.
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VIEWER REVIEWS

“the work you do is a treasure to behold...” — Michele Norris, ABC News/NPR Host
“a very well done piece... you should be proud..” — Richard Deitsch, Sports Illustrated columnist
“another great production” — Barbara Huebner, former Boston Globe columnist

“I have to thank Mary Mazzio for what she has created... amazing...” — NFL Quarterback Drew
Bledsoe at the 2002 Parenting with Dignity Foundation Dinner

“‘we are all jammed into a conference room laughing and tearing up over LEMONADE and APPLE
PIE. thank you! — Derrick Wood, VP/Creative Director, Staples

“Mary Mazzio was an Olympic rower and she’s made a film about these mothers, including her own.
She tells [in The New York Times] “| was the kind of athlete who was cut from every team possible...
Coaches told me | was too weak or too short or too slow, but my mother always told me ‘hang in,
Mary, hang in,” so | realized sometimes the real heroes are often sitting next to you on the sofa.”
Today’s sermon is a tribute to those people who have sat on the sofas in our lives...the best advice,
the truest wisdom is right next to you... let God lead you to the Rock which is higher... — Rev. David ].

Rowe, in a sermon on Mother’s Day, May 12, 2002, at Greenfield Hill Congregational Church, Fairfield, CT
“excellent” — Janet Hill, consultant and mother of Grant Hill
“it was great” — Grant Hill, NBA All-Star, over satellite phone, courtesy of CNN

“I will never be able to thank you enough nor will | ever forget what you have created, Mary...” —

Barbara Bledsoe, former English teacher and co-chair of Parenting with Dignity Foundation

“I was getting ready to go to the airport when the show came on. Next thing | knew, | was in tears, to
hear my boys talk about how much they love their mother...we did something right. It reminded me
that | am the luckiest man alive to have married a woman like Barbara.” — Mac Bledsoe, husband of

Barbara Bledsoe and father of Drew Bledsoe, Parenting with Dignity Foundation Dinner
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“‘wonderful” — Reba Fisher, ex go-kart racer and mother of Sarah Fisher

“Wow...fabulous!!"” — Ed Weihenmayer, former Vietnam fighter pilot and father of climber Erik

Weihenmayer, first blind climber to summit Mount Everest

“‘wonderful...we thoroughly enjoyed every minute of the special...we will cherish it always.” — Natalie

Granato, mother of former NHL All-Star Tony Granato and Olympic Hockey Gold Medalist, Cammi Granato

“my mother and | cried through the entire thing” — Rulon Gardner, Olympic Champion

“EXCELLENT! Outstanding, moving, and creative... thought it was pretty cool to see the likes of
Shaq talking about how important his mom is to him...a refreshing change of pace...” — Ali Segal,
Committee of 200, Chicago, IL

“Words of encouragement for women and men need to be offered on a regular basis from the
church... [In] Apple Pie: Raising Champions...Mary Mazzio focuses on the real heroes in the life of
an athlete...Lofton is the center fielder for the Chicago White Sox...“The proudest day of my life,” he
said, was when | bought my grandma a house.” ... [Erik Weihenmayer] lost his sight at age 13; his
mother, Ellen, died three years later. With his father and brothers, he found an outlet on mountains
he could not see. Last year he became the first blind climber to reach the peak of Mount Everest.
This is what he thinks of his mother: ‘When | look for her, it is when | touch granite warmed by the
sun, or she’s the crunch of snow beneath my feet.” Wow! What an image of strength and warmth.
We need to shout words of encouragement, because Christ encourages us to seek a glory that is
beyond us!” — Rev. Dr. K. Edward Brandt, in “A Reflection from Red Clay Creek Presbyterian Church,”

Wilmington, Delaware

“great” — Bill Becklean, gold medalist (1956 Olympics)

“The movie was marvelous. You gave me hope that | can become a better athlete if | work hard
enough. | am sure other kids feel the same way.” — Sharon Roth, 5th grader

“My mom loved Apple Pie ...we were ballin’ our eyes out...” — Matt McIntosh, Screenwriter

“I was overwhelmed with emotion and found it very inspiring. Thank you for your fantastic work...” —

Cheryl Vince Whitman, Educational Development Corporation
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